
 

 

Survey Key 

A 5-point Likert scale was used for the pre-video personality assessment, excerpted from the 

HEXACO Personality Inventory, where the choices ranged from “Strongly Disagree” to 

“Strongly Agree.” 

 

1.  I rarely hold a grudge, even against people who have badly wronged me. 

2. I feel reasonably satisfied with myself overall. 

3. I wouldn't use flattery to get a raise or promotion at work, even if I thought it would help me 

succeed. 

4. I often push myself very hard when trying to achieve a goal. 

5. People sometimes tell me that I am too critical of others. 

6. I rarely express my opinions in group meetings. 

7. People sometimes tell me that I'm too stubborn. 

8. I prefer jobs that involve active social interaction to those that involve working alone. 

9. I think that paying attention to radical ideas is a waste of time. 

10. I make decisions based on the feeling of the moment rather than on careful thought. 

11. People think of me as someone who has a quick temper. 

12. I think that I am entitled to more respect than the average person is. 

13. I feel that I am an unpopular person. 

14. I tend to be lenient in judging other people. 

15. In social situations, I’m usually the one who makes the first move. 

16. I always try to be accurate in my work, even at the expense of time. 

17. I am usually quite flexible in my opinions when people disagree with me. 

18. I can handle difficult situations without needing emotional support from anyone else. 

19. I like people who have unconventional views. 

20. I want people to know that I am an important person of high status. 

21. People often call me a perfectionist. 

22. Even when people make a lot of mistakes, I rarely say anything negative. 

23. I sometimes feel that I am a worthless person. 

24. When people tell me that I’m wrong, my first reaction is to argue with them. 

25. When I’m in a group of people, I’m often the one who speaks on behalf of the group. 



 

 

15 multiple choice questions about three controversial topics—college, felon incarceration, and 

standardized testing—were administered before the video in order to gauge original opinions.  

 

1. Do you need to go to a top college to be financially successful? 

 a. Yes 

 b. No 

 c. I don’t know   

2. What is a “top college”? (choose all that apply) 

a. Ivy League (Harvard, Yale, Princeton, etc;) 

 b. 1st Tier (UChicago, Duke, Northwestern, etc;) 

 c. 2nd (Barnard, Bates, Colgate) 

 d. State Universities 

 e. Other: ____ 

3. What is “financially successful” 

 a. 50K-100K per year 

 b. 100k- 250K per year 

 c. >250K per year 

4. Success includes (choose all that apply): 

 a. Money 

 b. Family 

 c. Happiness 

 d. Health 

 e. Other: ____ 

5. Why do most people go to college? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Education 

 b. Meet new people 

 c. Future Job opportunities 

 d. To please others 

 e. Other: ____ 

6. Should felons who have completed their sentence (incarceration, probation, and parole) be 

allowed to vote? 



 

 

a. Yes 

 b. No 

 c. I don’t know   

7. If yes, what are some limitations (if any): 

 a. Only presidential elections 

 b. Only local elections 

 c. All elections/ no limitations 

 d. After a waiting period 

 e. Depends on their felony 

 f. No limitations 

 g. Other: ____ 

8. If yes, why? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Undermines their right of citizenship 

 b. Targets marginalized populations (poor, minorities, LGBTQ+, etc) 

 c. Sentences are meant to re-incorporate felons into society 

 d. Other: ____ 

9. If no, why? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Residents of the US territories can’t even vote 

 b. A sentence may not be enough of a punishment 

 c. Other: ____ 

10. Would this law have to be standard throughout the states?  

 a. Yes 

 b. No 

 c. I don’t know 

11. Is the use of standardized tests improving education in America? 

 a. Yes 

 b. No 

 c. I don’t know   

12. What is considered a “standardized test”? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Unit tests in school 

 b. State tests, Regents 



 

 

 c. College Board administered tests, ACT 

 d. Other: ____ 

13. What does “improving education” mean? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Increasing GPA 

 b. Improved quality of educators 

 c. Improved access to resources 

 d. Higher standardized test scores 

 e. Other: ____ 

14. Are standardized tests necessary? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Yes, because it’s the only feasible way for colleges to compare students 

 b. Yes, because it’s the only feasible way for teachers to compare students 

 c. No, because it puts too much stress on students 

 d. No, because students are worth more than a test grade  

 e. Other: ____ 

15. Are the effects of standardized tests limited to America? 

 a. Yes 

 b. No 

 

 

17 multiple choice questions about three controversial topics—college, felon incarceration, and 

standardized testing—were administered after the video in order to gauge post-exposure 

opinions.  

 

1. Do you need to go to a top college to be financially successful? 

 a. Yes 

 b. No  

 c. I don’t know  

2. What is a “top college”? (choose all that apply) 

a. Ivy League (Harvard, Yale, Princeton, etc;) 

 b. 1st Tier (UChicago, Duke, Northwestern, etc;) 

 c. 2nd (Barnard, Bates, Colgate) 



 

 

 d. State Universities 

 e. Other: ____ 

3. What is “financially successful” 

 a. 50K-100K per year 

 b. 100k- 250K per year 

 c.  >250K per year 

4. Success includes (choose all that apply): 

 a. Money 

 b. Family 

 c. Happiness 

 d. Health 

 e. Other: ____ 

5. Why do most people go to college? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Education 

 b. Meet new people 

 c. Future Job opportunities 

 d. To please others 

 e. Other: ____ 

6. Should felons who have completed their sentence (incarceration, probation, and parole) be 

allowed to vote? 

a. Yes 

 b. No 

 c. I don’t know   

7. If yes, what are some limitations (if any): 

 a. Only presidential elections 

 b. Only local elections 

 c. All elections/ no limitations 

 d. After a waiting period 

 e. Depends on their felony 

 f. No limitations 

 g. Other: ____ 



 

 

8. If yes, why? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Undermines their right of citizenship 

 b. Targets marginalized populations (poor, minorities, LGBTQ+, etc) 

 c. Sentences are meant to re-incorporate felons into society 

 d. Other: ____ 

9. If no, why? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Residents of the US territories can’t even vote 

 b. A sentence may not be enough of a punishment 

 c. Other: ____ 

 10. Would this law have to be standard throughout the states?  

 a. Yes 

 b. No 

 c. I don’t know 

11. Is the use of standardized tests improving education in America? 

 a. Yes 

 b. No 

 c. I don’t know   

12. What is considered a “standardized test”? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Unit tests in school 

 b. State tests, Regents 

 c. College Board administered tests, ACT 

 d. Other: ____ 

13. What does “improving education” mean? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Increasing GPA 

 b. Improved quality of educators 

 c. Improved access to resources 

 d. Higher standardized test scores 

 e. Other: ____ 

14. Are standardized tests necessary? (choose all that apply) 

 a. Yes, because it’s the only feasible way for colleges to compare students 

 b. Yes, because it’s the only feasible way for teachers to compare students 



 

 

 c. No, because it puts too much stress on students 

 d. No, because students are worth more than a test grade  

 e. Other: ____ 

15. Are the effects of standardized tests limited to America? 

 a. Yes 

 b. No 

16. Has your original opinion changed after hearing the speaker’s opinions? 

 a. Yes 

 b. No 

17. If yes, why? (choose all that apply) 

 a. The teacher is probably more knowledgeable than me 

 b. The teacher brought up new information/ ideas I had not originally considered 

 c. I was not confident with my initial answer 

 d. Other: ____ 

 


